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BLADE SIGNAGE

Bridge Relocated
to San Antonio,
Texas, as a
Viaduct over the
Railroad

The Galveston, Harrisburg,
and San Antonio Railroad
sought to expand
westward and requested
permission from the City of
San Antonio to cross the
East Side streets with their
mainline tracks.

The City wanted to ensure
that East Side residents
had access to downtown,
requiring the railroad to
build a bridge over the
tracks.

The Phoenix-Whipple
wrought iron truss bridge
was builtin 1881in
Atchafalaya, Louisiana,
then transported west
past Uvalde, Texas, and
erected over the Nueces
River before being
relocated to San Antonio in
1910, where it was
renamed the Hays Street

Bridge. The bridge was
designed for use by bath
horse-drawn carriages

and motorized vehicles,
and it remains one of the
few metal truss bridges
stilin existence in the E ) . R
state. A / N
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BLADE SIGNAGE

Hays Street
Bridge Closure

As traffic significantly
increased due to the rise
in motarized vehicles, the
Hays Street Bridge began
to deteriorate and was
ultimately deemed unsafe.

The deck and beams of
the bridge’s approach
spans exhibited 80
percent deterioration, and
the retaining walls had
settled. As aresult, the
concrete approach spans
were considered to be in
such poor condition that
their preservation was not
deemed possible.

Due to these conditions,
the bridge was officially
closed.

After closing the Hays
Street Bridge to vehicular
traffic, the City of San
Antonio considered
demolishing it. However,
local efforts to preserve
the bridge raised
awareness of its histarical
significance, leading to its
preservation without
enhancements for several
Vears.
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Hays Street
Bridge Reopened
to the Public

In 2001, the Hays Street
Bridge was recognized as
a key component of a
hike-and-bike network
linking downtown San
Antonio and the River
North/Museum Carridor to
East Side cultural
attractions and the Sclado
Creek Greenway.

12000, the bridge
rehabilitation included the
removal of deteriorated
structural elements. The
new bridge approaches
were designed to maintain
a similar profile to the 1910
approaches, with
modifications for
accessibility.

The Hays Street Bridge
Rehabilitation project,
which cost $3.7 million,
also replaced the original
wooden deck, which had
been overlaid with asphalt
and ather paving materials
over the years, with new
wood to restore its original
character.

Additionally, the
rehabilitation project
included upgraded
lighting, landscaping,
artwork on the handrails
of the approaches, and
interpretive signage. In
2010, after Union Pacific
transferred ownership, the
bridge was rededicated
and reopened to the public
as a pedestrian and
bicycle gateway.
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BLADE SIGNAGE

Community
Support for
the Park

Berkley V. and Vincent M.
Dawson, the donors of the
land, specified that it be
transformed into @ public
park and named in their
honor.

The community, comprised
of neighborhood residents,
advocates, and
preservationists, did not
support transferring land
for private development
rather than fulfilling the
community's
long-envisioned park as
part of a larger bridge
restoration project.

Inrespanse to concerns
about the private use of
theland and
commercialization of the
bridge span, the
community rallied
together, organized public
demonstrations, and
collected more than 2,800
petition signatures,
culminating in a Texas

Supreme Court ruling.
Through the collective
efforts of the community,

the 169-acre parcel was
successfully reclaimed as
public park space. This
victary solidified the park's
role as a community hub
and preserved its
cherished view of the
historic Hays Street Bridge.
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BLADE SIGNAGE

Berkley V. and
Vincent M. Dawson
Park Becomes a
Reality

Design concepts for the
park, whichincluded a
tharough community
engagement pracess,
began in August 2019. This
outreach effort confirmed
all the features seen
today, top among them the
construction of
skateboarding elements,
which attract skating
enthusiasts from all parts
of the city.

The project transformed a
blighted site into a vibrant
urban green space and is
now part of a network of
green spaces, including
the Museum Reach of the
San Antonio Riverwalk,
Maverick Park, and
Lockwood-Dignowity Park.

The Berkley V. and Vincent
M. Dawson Park and the
Hays Street Bridge have

been transformed into
symbols of community

resilience and cultural
revival for the surrounding
community and truly are a
place for all
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BRIDGE PLAZA MONUMENT SIGNAGE

HAYS STREET BRIDGE

[ est. 1881
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