Application for Historic Designation

Quirk & Company Insurance Office Building

Property — Historic Name

Quirk & Company Insurance Office Building

Physical Address

538 W. Woodlawn Avenue
San Antonio, Texas 78212
Lots 1 & 2, N.C.B. 1896

Original Architect

Malcolm G. Simons, A.l.A.

Date of Construction

1956 (construction drawings dated April 18, 1956)

Applicant (Property Owner)

Name

Joshua Thomas

Mailing Address

534 Mission St
San Antonio, TX 78210

Email

joshthomaswine@gmail.com

Phone

(210) 388-5556

Ownership Status

Applicant is the property owner.

Submitted April 20, 2026
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1. Property Summary

Historic Name

Quirk & Company Insurance Office Building

Other Name(s)

Quirk & Company Home Office

Physical Address

538 W. Woodlawn Avenue, San Antonio, Texas 78212

Legal Description

Lots 1 and 2, New City Block (N.C.B.) 1896

Lot Dimensions (per 1956 plot
plan)

Approximately 90'-6" frontage on W. Woodlawn x 60'-0" depth

Building Footprint (original)

Approximately 80'-0" x 50'-0" (single-story office, rectangular)

Date of Construction

1956

Original Use

Home office — general-agency insurance brokerage

Original Owner / Client

Quirk & Company (W. H. Quirk, Sr., principal)

Architect

Malcolm G. Simons, A.l.A. — San Antonio, Texas

Structural Engineers

Matthews & Kenan, San Antonio, Texas

Architectural Style

Mid-Century Modern (commercial / small-office)

Primary Exterior Materials

Hollow brick with cast-stone accents; steel-sash plate-glass
storefront; built-up concrete roof slab

Stories

One, designed structurally for future second-floor addition

Current Condition

[Fill in — e.g., well-preserved, minor alterations, etc.]
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2. History of the Property

Overview

The building at 538 W. Woodlawn Avenue was constructed in 1956 as the purpose-built home office of
Quirk & Company, one of San Antonio's longest-operating independent insurance general-agency firms.
The property is located on the north edge of the Alta Vista neighborhood, in the West Woodlawn
commercial corridor that developed in the early-to-mid twentieth century as a transitional boundary
between the residential Alta Vista neighborhood to the south (the historic core of which was designated as
a National Register Historic District) and the Beacon Hill / Woodlawn Lake areas to the north. The
single-story brick office building is a modest but fully resolved example of small-scale postwar commercial
Modernism in San Antonio and is notable both for its association with a long-lived local business and for
its attribution to architect Malcolm G. Simons, A.lLA., whose career bridged the interwar institutional
tradition and postwar commercial Modernism.

Key Dates

April 18, 1956 Architectural drawings completed by Malcolm G. Simons, A.lLA., Job
No. 1625, for the “Insurance Office Building for Quirk & Company, W.
Woodlawn at N. Flores Street, San Antonio, Texas.” Structural
engineering by Matthews & Kenan.

1956 (construction) Building erected: reinforced-concrete drilled pier foundation, steel pipe
columns, hollow-brick load-bearing walls with cast-stone sills, built-up
roof over concrete slab on corruform steel decking, and full plate-glass
storefront facing Woodlawn.

1956 — c. 1969 Building occupied as Quirk & Company's home office during the firm's
peak as a general agency for Southern Fire, the Western Companies,
USF&G, and Employers of Boston, prior to the 1969 sale of its
standard-lines book to Aetna and the firm's pivot to specialty /
surplus-lines wholesaling.

Later alterations [Fill in — e.g., interior remodels, HVAC replacement, storefront glazing
work, any rear additions, signage or canopy changes, etc. Consult
Bexar Appraisal District records and City of San Antonio building-permit
history.]

Historical Context

Quirk & Company was founded in San Antonio on June 1, 1930 by W. H. Quirk, Sr., initially trading as W.
H. Quirk & Co. with Fred McAllister (formerly of the Hornberger—-Beckmann General Agency) joining within
ninety days to form Quirk & McAllister. In 1941 W. H. Quirk, Sr. purchased McAllister's interest, and the
firm took its present name, Quirk & Company, bringing Quirk's two sons into ownership. The mid-1950s
construction of the purpose-built office on W. Woodlawn coincides with the firm's consolidation and
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expansion under this second generation and with the postwar insurance boom in Texas. The building
served as Quirk & Company's head office through the firm's 1969 restructuring, when its standard-lines
business was sold to Aetna and the company reoriented toward its present identity as a specialty and
surplus-lines wholesaler.

Architecturally, the building is representative of a short-lived but distinctive class of postwar commercial
structures built in San Antonio's older inner-ring neighborhoods: modestly scaled, brick-and-plate-glass,
flat-roofed, and designed to read as “professional” rather than retail. Simons's drawings document a
carefully planned single-story office organized around a central plate-glass reception, five front-facing
private offices along Woodlawn, a large open work room, a vault, mail room, coffee room, caretaker's
quarters, and dual mechanical rooms. The roof structure is explicitly designed to accept a future
second-floor addition (labeled “Present Roof Framing Plan — Future 2nd Floor” on Sheet S-3), reflecting
both the ambitions of the client and the characteristic postwar optimism of the period.
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Physical Description

The building is a one-story, rectangular, flat-roofed masonry office of approximately 4,000 gross square
feet. The principal (north) elevation faces W. Woodlawn Avenue and is organized as a symmetrical
storefront composition: a continuous run of steel-sash plate-glass windows over a brick bulkhead,
terminating in brick end-piers. The west elevation faces N. Flores Street and is articulated with a
continuous high clerestory ribbon of steel-sash windows below the eave, admitting daylight to the open
work room while preserving wall area for filing and fixtures. The east elevation is a largely blank buff-brick
wall, designed as a secondary side wall facing the adjacent buildable parcel (now held in common
ownership with the subject property). The south (rear) elevation provides service access. Cast-stone sills
and lugs trim the openings. The roof is a built-up membrane over a reinforced-concrete deck on corruform
steel decking spanning between pipe columns and the exterior masonry walls, supported on drilled-pier
foundations with reinforced-concrete grade beams. The original plan locates all HVAC equipment in a
dedicated rooftop mechanical enclosure with a cooling tower, evidence of the building's ambition as a fully
air-conditioned professional office — still a differentiator in mid-1950s San Antonio.

Integrity Assessment

The property retains substantial integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling,
and association, the seven aspects of historic integrity conventionally applied by the National Park
Service. The 1956 footprint appears unchanged; no second-floor addition has been built; the Woodlawn
storefront glazing and brick envelope read as original to the period of significance. [Confirm current
condition by on-site survey and note any reversible alterations (signage, awnings, roof equipment) vs.
material alterations (window replacements, stucco overlay, etc.).]
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3. Biographies of Significant Persons

Malcolm G. Simons, A.lLA. — Architect

Malcolm G. Simons established his independent practice in San Antonio in 1929 — a notoriously difficult
year to open an architectural office, coinciding with the onset of the Great Depression — and continued
working through the late 1950s. Although not widely remembered today, Simons is a meaningful figure in
the history of Texas architecture: an interwar institutional architect who, in a career that ran for three
decades, adapted a fundamentally traditional design training to the emerging small-scale commercial
Modernism of the postwar period.

His best-known work is Temple Beth-El, completed in 1927 — only a few blocks from the subject property
— which he designed in partnership with Carl von Seutter under the firm name Seutter & Simons.
Temple Beth-El is a major work of early-twentieth-century San Antonio institutional architecture and
anchors the architect's reputation as a confident designer working in a refined traditional idiom.

The Quirk & Company office at 538 W. Woodlawn is a relatively late commission in Simons's independent
practice: the drawings bear his seal and are dated April 18, 1956. The building is therefore a compelling
late-career document — a practitioner trained in interwar institutional design producing a disciplined,
unornamented, thoroughly Modern small office, quietly demonstrating the same attention to proportion,
fenestration, and material that characterizes his earlier work. The survival of this building contributes to the
documentary record of how established San Antonio architects negotiated the stylistic transition of the
mid-twentieth century.

W. H. Quirk, Sr. — Original Client

W. H. Quirk, Sr. founded Quirk & Company on June 1, 1930. A property-and-casualty specialist in the San
Antonio market, Quirk built one of the enduring independent general agencies of South Texas, contracting
early with Southern Fire Insurance Company of St. Louis and later with the Western Companies, USF&G,
and Employers of Boston. In 1941 he bought out his partner Fred McAllister, renamed the business Quirk
& Company, and brought his two sons into ownership. The 1956 construction of 538 W. Woodlawn as the
firm's purpose-built home office is the most tangible surviving artifact of W. H. Quirk, Sr.'s mid-century
consolidation of the business. The firm remains in operation as a specialty / surplus-lines wholesaler and
is approaching its centennial.

Matthews & Kenan — Structural Engineers

The structural engineering sheets (S-1, S-2, S-3) are sealed by Matthews & Kenan Engineers, San
Antonio — a mid-century San Antonio consulting practice routinely engaged on commercial, institutional,
and public works in the region. Their drawings document a drilled-pier foundation system,
reinforced-concrete grade beams, and a steel-column / concrete-slab roof specifically detailed to accept a
future second floor.
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4. Current Photographs

Current color photographs of the property appear below. All photographs were taken by the property
owner in April 2026. The sequence documents the primary (north) facade from across W. Woodlawn
Avenue, oblique views of the entry bay, the east and west elevations, and the rear (south) service
elevation.

Photo 1 — Front (north) elevation — streetscape from across W. Woodlawn Ave.

View looking south. Elevated vantage from across the street showing the full length of the primary facade, the one-story
massing with low-pitched roof, the full-width front canopy, and the paved parking apron. Downtown San Antonio skyline
visible in distant background. Taken April 2026.
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Photo 2 — Front (north) elevation — oblique view

Oblique view of the primary (north) facade from the parking apron, looking south. The entry bay on the west end —
plate-glass storefront under a cantilevered canopy — is in the foreground at right (closer to N. Flores Street); the steel-sash
ribbon window wall recedes east along the facade in the background. The address numerals “5638” are visible on the brick
end-pier adjacent to the entry. Taken April 2026.
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Photo 3 — Front (north) elevation — entry detail

Closer oblique view of the entry bay at the west end of the primary (north) facade, showing the cantilevered canopy,
plate-glass storefront, reception doors, and the brick end-pier with “638” address numerals. Roman brick bulkhead and
steel-sash transom windows are visible. Taken April 2026.
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Photo 4 — East elevation and adjacent lot

View looking south along the east elevation, showing the blank buff-brick wall of the building (right) and the adjacent vacant
lot (left). The east elevation was designed in 1956 as a secondary side wall — unfenestrated, in anticipation of a future
building on the adjacent parcel. The adjacent lot is now held in common ownership with the subject property. Taken April
2026.
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Photo 5 — West elevation — N. Flores Street

View looking east from N. Flores Street. The full-length clerestory ribbon of steel-sash windows runs below the eave across
the entire west elevation, providing daylight to the open work room. Buff Roman brick wall with minimal openings at grade.
Taken April 2026.
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Photo 6 — Rear (south) elevation — oblique view

View looking northeast at the rear southwest corner, showing the rear service elevation and the southeast end-wall. Rooftop
mechanical enclosure visible at parapet. Taken April 2026.
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Photo 7 — Rear (south) elevation — service entry

View looking north at the rear elevation, showing the service door, exterior steel stair and rail, and secondary utility entries.
Rooftop mechanical enclosure visible above parapet. Taken April 2026.
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5. Maps and Plans

5.1 Location Map (to be inserted)

Insert a current location map showing 538 W. Woodlawn Ave. and its context. Recommended: a Bexar
Appraisal District parcel map (BCAD online viewer) or a USGS / City of San Antonio zoning map excerpt,
with the subject parcel outlined in red and labeled. Include a north arrow and scale bar.

Where to get it: Bexar Appraisal District online property search (https://www.bcad.org); City of San
Antonio Office of Historic Preservation interactive map
(https://webapp1.sanantonio.gov/OHPPublicPortal/); Google Maps with parcel overlay.

5.2 Original Plot Plan (1956)

Reproduced below is the architect's plot plan, showing the original 90'-6" x 60'-0" building envelope on
Lots 1 & 2, N.C.B. 1896, fronting W. Woodlawn Ave. The plot plan identifies the water-meter connection
on Woodlawn and the original electrical, gas, and sewer service points. (From Simons, Sheet M-1, dated
April 18, 1956.)

Fig. 5.2 — Plot plan and mechanical schedules, Sheet M-1, Malcolm G. Simons, A.l.A., April 18, 1956. Lots 1 & 2, N.C.B.
1896, 90-6" frontage on W. Woodlawn Ave.
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5.3 Original Floor Plan and Elevations (1956)

The building's original footprint is documented on Sheet A-1 of the 1956 construction drawings,
reproduced below. No footprint-changing additions are known. The roof structure was explicitly detailed to
accept a future second-floor addition, which was never built.

Fig. 5.3 — Original floor plan, plot plan, and four elevations, Sheet A-1, Malcolm G. Simons, A.LA., April 18, 1956. The
complete set of seven sheets is reproduced in Appendix A.

5.4 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps

Insert excerpts from Sanborn Fire Insurance maps for the 500-block of W. Woodlawn, covering
1911-1951 (pre-construction) and any later editions that include the 1956 building. Sanborn sheets are
available through:

« Library of Congress Sanborn collection (loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps)
* University of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA) Libraries Special Collections
» ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps (via public-library subscription)

5.5 Footprint and Additions Diagram

If the building has received any additions or footprint changes since 1956, prepare a simple diagrammatic
floor plan keyed with construction dates for each building element (e.g., “1956 original” shaded dark; any
additions shaded lighter with date annotation). If no additions, note: “Original 1956 foolprint retained in full;
no additions.”
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6. Historic Photographs

Insert copies of historic photographs of the property here. Label each with the approximate date, source /
repository, and credit line. Recommended sources to search:

+ UTSA Libraries Special Collections — San Antonio Light Photograph Collection; San Antonio
Express-News Photograph Collection; San Antonio Conservation Society Foundation records.

» San Antonio Conservation Society Library — photographic archive and clipping files.

» The Portal to Texas History (texashistory.unt.edu) — digitized Texas newspaper photographs.

» Bexar County Clerk / Deed Records — for original plat and survey documents.

« City of San Antonio, Office of Historic Preservation — survey files.

* Quirk & Company — the firm, still in operation, may retain corporate photographs, opening-day
publicity, or brochures from the 1956 building.

» San Antonio Express-News archive — building-opening announcements and display ads in 1956 are
likely.

The original 1956 construction drawings themselves (reproduced in Appendix A) constitute primary-source
documentation of the property's historic condition and are the best single surviving record of the building
as designed and built.

Historic Designation Application | 538 W. Woodlawn Avenue, San Antonio, TX Page 17



Appendix A

Original 1956 Construction Drawings

Seven sheets by Malcolm G. Simons, A.l.A., Job No. 1625, dated April 18, 1956. Structural sheets by
Matthews & Kenan, Engineers.

A-1 Plot plan, floor plan, elevations, door & window schedules, room finish schedule
A-2 Wall sections and construction details

S-1 Foundation plan, footing & column schedule, pedestal-pile detalil

S-2 First-floor framing plan, grade-beam schedule, basement (alternate bid)

S-3 Present roof framing plan (future second floor), structural steel notes

M-1  Mechanical plan, equipment schedules, plot plan with utilities

E-1 Electrical plan, lighting fixture schedule, main load-center schedule
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