
Don B. McDonald, Architect  

Don B. McDonald, Architect,  AIA Ltd. 2121 North Main Avenue San Antonio, Texas 78212 
Telephone: 210-735-9722  Facsimile: 210-735-0366 

 

 

 

 

DESCRIPTION 

 

Agarita Studio Addition 

120 E Agarita 

San Antonio, Texas 78212 

 

 

The project involves the addition of a bedroom with a carport below, designed to be 

subordinate to the existing home. The addition is thoughtfully placed at the rear of the 

house to take advantage of the natural grade drop. This allows it to sit lower, minimizing 

visibility from the street and preserving the historic streetscape. 

 

The proposed design seeks a variance to locate the new bedroom addition at a split-level 

above a new carport along the south alley. This approach avoids placing the addition 

directly above the existing residence, which would conflict with the historic Arts & 

Crafts character, encroach upon the mature oaks, and impose on the neighbors on either 

side of the 50-foot lot. 

 

The addition incorporates key design elements such as a shake shingle façade, a red 

standing seam metal roof, painted wood trim, and exposed rafter tails. Though the 

exterior shingles and the hand crimped metal roof respond to the original Arts & Crafts 

structure, the shingles are cedar rather than redwood and will be differentiated by being 

left natural. The shingles at the stair hyphen at the stair will have 2”rather than 4” 

spacing. The galvanized steel support structure acknowledges the 21st century addition. 
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