Muench-Pollok House: The Muench-Pollok house originally built in the 1890’s, once stood as part of a thriving Polish and German neighborhood located south of Commerce Street and east of Alamo Street.  The vibrant community remained for decades until much of it was cleared in preparation for the 1968 HemisFair event. The house sits west of Matagorda Street in an area now planned for a new mixed-use development. Recognizing the cultural and historical significance of this landmark, Oxbow Development is committed to continuing to tell its story for generations to come. 
 
In the months ahead, the structure will be measured and documented for reconstruction.  It will be dismantled with exceptional care by Curtis Hunt, a seasoned mason. Building on Curtis’ years of expertise and experience in dismantling historical buildings, brick and masonry will be removed by hand, along with any original doors and woodwork materials, to be preserved for reuse in the house’s reconstruction. These elements will be safely stored on a parcel near the historic schoolhouse, ensuring their protection throughout this meticulous process.  

The house will require a new foundation and must be constructed to comply with current building codes. Curtis Hunt will construct the facades based on the existing conditions and the available historic documentation.  The facades will be built using the salvaged brick to the greatest extents possible.  Some brick may need to be purchased to augment the original.  Existing windows have been identified as inappropriate new replacements.  New wood windows that are consistent with the original windows will be used.  Once complete, it will stand proudly facing other historic single-family homes along Lavaca Street and return as a tangible reminder of the neighborhood’s legacy. 
 
The new location east of Matagorda Street also allows for a similar relationship between the Muench-Pollok House and the original Schoolhouse Building (“4th Ward” or “Agnes Cotton” Schoolhouse), although instead of being alone on Matagorda Street, the building will contribute to the vibrant series of homes along Lavaca Street
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