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ARCHITECTURAL NARRATIVE 

A HOTEL IN THE CULTURAL 
HEART OF SAN ANTONIO

	 At the confluence of St.  Mary ’s Street,  East Houston,  and 
the River Walk,  this project is  uniquely posit ioned to become 
a cultural  and architectural  anchor in downtown San Antonio. 
Framed by the histor ic 1926 Texas Theater façade and the 
adaptive reuse of O’Nei l  Ford’s 1983 off ice bui lding,  the hotel 
weaves past and future together.  I t  offers a vibrant hospital i ty 
experience that honors San Antonio’s architectural  heritage, 
urban character,  and the dynamic energy of the River Walk, 
creat ing a dest inat ion that is  both histor ical ly  grounded and 
forward-looking.

JW MARRIOTT 
SAN ANTONIO RIVER WALK
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ARCHITECTURAL INSPIRATION 
HISTORICAL INSIGHTS
Downtown San Antonio, set along the banks of the San Antonio River, embodies 
over three centuries of layered history and cultural convergence. Established 
in 1718 with the founding of Mission San Antonio de Padua and the Presidio San 
Antonio de Béxar, the settlement became a cornerstone of Spanish colonial 
expansion in Texas and the foundation of a city defined by resilience and 
adaptation. 
 
Throughout the 19th century, San Antonio served as a stage for transformative 
moments—from Mexican governance and the Texas Revolution to statehood in the 
United States. The 1836 Battle of the Alamo remains a defining symbol of courage 
and collective memory, anchoring the city’s identity within the broader narrative 
of Texas independence. 
 
German immigrants arriving in the mid-1800s brought craftsmanship and building 
traditions that shaped the architectural character of the city. Working with locally 
sourced limestone and native timber, they introduced a fusion of European design 
and regional materiality that endures in San Antonio’s built fabric today. 
 
The 20th century ushered in a new era of urban revitalization with the creation 
of the River Walk—a visionary transformation of the natural waterway into a civic 
and cultural heart. Its lush landscape, stone bridges, and layered pedestrian 
experience redefined downtown and continue to inspire design dialogue between 
history and modernity. 
 
Preservation remains central to San Antonio’s evolution. The city’s Spanish 
colonial missions—San José, Concepción, San Juan, and Espada—were designated 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2015, recognizing their role as living symbols of 
cultural exchange among Indigenous, Spanish, and Mexican traditions. Continuing 
this legacy, the Alamo Plaza Master Plan and annual celebrations like Fiesta San 
Antonio reaffirm the city’s commitment to honoring its past while fostering a 
dynamic, inclusive future.
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RESPECTING THE PAST, REFRAMING THE FUTURE

3

 The preserved 1926 Texas Theater façade,  once a beacon of  cultural  performance,  now 
forms a secondary hotel  entry—its publ ic role reimagined as a gesture of  cont inuity.  More 
than preservat ion,  i ts  integrat ion honors the spir i t  of  gather ing and extends i ts  legacy 
into a new chapter.

The hotel  guestrooms are housed within the adaptively reused 1983 O’Nei l  Ford off ice 
bui lding, a respectful  transformation that honors the integrity of its original  modernist design. 
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ARCHITECTURAL INSPIRATION 
PHYSICAL INSIGHTS
The architecture of downtown San Antonio,  Texas,  weaves together a r ich 
tapestry that mirrors the city ’s  diverse history and cultural  inf luences.  Start ing 
with Spanish colonial  styles in the 18th century,  structures were crafted from 
adobe, l imestone,  and local  materials.  Notably,  the Spanish colonial  missions, 
including the iconic Alamo, exhibit  this era’s characterist ics with thick wal ls , 
arched doorways,  and simple facades.  The Mexican and Republ ic of  Texas 
periods that fol lowed introduced elements from Mexican architecture,  leaving 
an indel ible mark on the city ’s  aesthetic. 

The arr ival  of  German immigrants in the 19th century contr ibuted Victorian-
style homes featuring intr icate woodwork and decorat ive detai ls .  The growth 
of the city also embraced Neoclassical ,  Romanesque Revival ,  and Beaux-
Arts styles in commercial  and governmental  bui ldings.  The 1920s and 1930s 
brought the development of the enchanting River Walk,  giving r ise to Spanish 
Revival  and Mediterranean Revival  architectural  motifs.  Modernist  and Mid-
Century styles gained prominence in the mid-20th century,  exemplif ied by 
structures l ike the Tower Life Bui lding and the Tower of the Americas. 

As preservat ion efforts gained momentum, histor ic bui ldings underwent 
revital izat ion,  often harmonizing new elements with the city ’s  histor ical 
fabric.  Fest ivals l ike Fiesta San Antonio celebrate this architectural  heritage, 
whi le ongoing projects l ike the Alamo Plaza Master Plan seek to conserve and 
showcase the area’s histor ic s ignif icance. 
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ARCHITECTURAL INSPIRATION 
SOCIAL INSIGHTS
Nestled at  the crossroads of urban vibrancy and serene r iver waters,  the JW 
Marr iott  emerges as an iconic hotel  that seamlessly blends outdoor spaces, 
downtown energy,  and the tranqui l  a l lure of the San Antonio River Walk.  With 
an architectural  ethos that champions connectivity and immersion,  the hotel 
is  designed to invite guests to embrace both the dynamic cityscape and 
the soothing embrace of the r iver.  Every aspect of  the design encourages 
interaction with the environment,  creat ing a sense of discovery and 
engagement. 
 
The hotel ’s  design orchestrates a var iety of  outdoor sanctuaries,  each 
uniquely attuned to the guest’s  experience.  Rooftop gardens with panoramic 
skyl ine views beckon for evening gatherings,  social  moments,  and ref lect ive 
retreats,  whi le r iverside dining offers a front-row seat to the water ’s  gentle 
dance.  Paved pathways guide guests effort lessly from the l ively streets of 
downtown to the tranqui l  r iverside promenade, promoting the seamless fusion 
of these dist inct yet harmonious environments. 
 
Connecting to the r iver,  the hotel  presents t iered terraces that cascade 
toward the water.  These terraces feature int imate gardens,  invit ing f i repits, 
and shaded dining nooks,  a l l  immersed in the soothing sights and sounds of 
the r iver.  Together,  these spaces create a layered,  immersive experience that 
harmonizes urban energy,  architectural  elegance,  and the natural  beauty of 
the River Walk,  offer ing guests a dist inct ive sense of place and connection.
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JW MARRIOTT SAN ANTONIO RIVER WALK
San Antonio, TX

23915.00010/07/2025

LEVEL 10 OVERALL

SD2.10

EVENT SPACE SUMMARY

Name Area

LEVEL 10

GRAND BALLROOM 6251 SF

MTG ROOM 639 SF

MTG ROOM 704 SF

MTG ROOM 569 SF

8163 SF

LEVEL 11

MTG ROOM 912 SF

MTG ROOM 957 SF

BOARD
ROOM

474 SF

MTG ROOM 574 SF

2918 SF

LEVEL 12

JR BALLROOM 5307 SF

MTG ROOM 792 SF

MTG ROOM 830 SF

BOARD
ROOM

419 SF

7348 SF

LEVEL 13

BOARD
ROOM

785 SF

MTG ROOM 579 SF

MTG ROOM 704 SF

2069 SF

LEVEL 14

EVENT SPACE 1676 SF

1676 SF

22173 SF

10/17/2025



U
P

U
P

1379 SF

PANTRY /

KITCHEN
EXHAUSTFSAE

LOBBY

176 SF

ELEV.

LOBBY

POOL 
GATE

POOL
ACCESS

1676 SF

EVENT SPACE

2163 SF

EVENT

TERRACE

1987 SF

WATER HEATER +

SOFTENER ROOM

EXISTING 
ROOF

CABANAS X 5

753 SF

MECH RM

1026 SF

ELEV MACH RM

763 SF

MECH RM

EXTENT OF 
EXISTING BLDG

ELECIDF

5358 SF

POOL DECK

MENS RESTROOM

WOMENS RESTROOM

POOL

RR

POOL

RR

?

898 SF

POOL BAR

LOUNGE

1286 SF

ROOFTOP

BAR

74 SF

BAR

PANTRY

POOL 
GATE

D
N

D
N

 

JW MARRIOTT SAN ANTONIO RIVER WALK
San Antonio, TX

23915.00010/07/2025

LEVEL 14 OVERALL

SD2.16 10/17/2025



EXTENT OF 
EXISTING BLDG

R
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ER
 W

ALK

RIVERWALK
CONNECTION

EXISTING

NEW CONSTRUCTION

(E) IBC BANK

BUILDING 

 

JW MARRIOTT SAN ANTONIO RIVER WALK
San Antonio, TX

23915.00010/17/2025

LEVEL 15 OVERALL

SD2.15 10/17/2025

M O T O R C O U R T
B E L O W



U
P

U
P

U
P 484 SF

MAIN ELEC.

1058 SF

EMPLOYEE

DINING

485 SF

WOMENS

LOCKER ROOMS

485 SF

MENS

LOCKER ROOMS

398 SF

GREASE

TRAPS

SERVICE

CORR.

ELEVATOR PIT

ELEVATOR

CONTROL ROOM

ELEVATOR PIT

528 SF

MECH

934 SF

TRANSFORMER VAULT

3280 SF

ACCOUNTING + GUEST

SERVICE OFFICES

96 
LOCKERS

96 
LOCKERS

432 SF

EMP. TRAINING RM.

398 SF

GENERAL

STORAGE

EXTENT OF 
EXISTING BLDG

GARAGE ELEVATOR
VESTIBULE

502 SF

KEG COOLER

 

JW MARRIOTT SAN ANTONIO RIVER WALK
San Antonio, TX

23915.00010/07/2025

LEVEL B1 OVERALL

SD2.B1

E X I S T I N G 
G A R A G E

E X I S T I N G 
B O H

10/17/2025



J W  M A R R I O T T  S A N  A N T O N I O  R I V E R  W A L K  |   O H P  C O N C E P T U A L  R E V I E W
1 0 . 1 7. 2 0 2 5

J W  M A R R I O T T  S AL A N D S C A P E  O H P
S A N  A N T O N I O ,  T X 1 0 . 1 7 . 2 0 2 5  

MATERIAL PALETTE

T R A V E R T I N E  - 
D U R A N G O  V E I N  C U T

C O N C R E T E  C O L L A B O R A T I V E
T E R R A Z Z O  A L A B A S T E R

R A I S E D  P L A N T E R  
-  L I G H T  M E T A L

H A N O V E R 
P O R C E L A I N  P A V E R S 

T E X A S  S A G E

K E Y S T O N E  - 
C O N C R E T E  P A V E R S

D W A R F  O L I V E

C L A Y  B R I C K  P A V E R

LEVEL 01 LEVEL 14

H O U S T O N  S T R E E T  E L E V A T I O N

PAVILION SHADE 
STRUCTURE

VISION GLASS

VISION GLASS
BI-FOLD DOORS

METAL LOUVERS

ILLUMINATED 
SIGNAGE

HOTEL
RESTAURANT
SIGNAGE

RESTAURANT
SIGNAGE

ILLUMINATED 
SIGNAGE

CHECK WITH
OSWALDO
ON VERTICAL 
SIGNAGE

15
' 4

"
7'

 9
"

3'
 9

"

2'

Drive Up and Walk-up Visibility Mid-RangeVisibility:
7' 9" & 15' 4" above grade

Long Range Visibility:
168'-8" above grade

60' 0"

9'
 3

"

SOUTH SIDE LONG VISIBILITYSOUTH BAR/ HOUSTON STREET SIGNAGE

15
' 2

"
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SOUTH ELEVATION - SIGNANGE EXHIBIT E6.040
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JW MARRIOTT SAN ANTONIO
RIVER WALK

EXISTING PRECAST

EXISTING THEATRE
FACADE



J W  M A R R I O T T  S A N  A N T O N I O  R I V E R  W A L K  |   O H P  C O N C E P T U A L  R E V I E W
1 0 . 1 7. 2 0 2 5
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T R A V E R T I N E  - 
D U R A N G O  V E I N  C U T

C O N C R E T E  C O L L A B O R A T I V E
T E R R A Z Z O  A L A B A S T E R
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-  L I G H T  M E T A L
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K E Y S T O N E  - 
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D W A R F  O L I V E

C L A Y  B R I C K  P A V E R

LEVEL 01 LEVEL 14

 P L A Z A  W E S T  E L E V A T I O N

DARK 
PRECAST

“JEWEL BOX”
GLASS W/ 

FRIT 
PATTERN

W/ HORIZ. 
INTEGRATED 

LIGHT

TOWER GLASS

PAVILION SHADE 
STRUCTURE

VISION GLASS

POOL 
CANOPY

TOWER 
GLASS

LIGHT 
PRE-CAST

DARK 
EXTRUDED 

METAL MESH

PUNCH WINDOWS

DARK PRECAST

TOWER GLASS

TOWER GLASS

CANOPY AT 
EXISTING 
TERRACES

STONE  WALL

MAIN ENTRY
CANOPY

ILLUMINATED 
SIGNAGE

TOWER GLASS

G A R A G E  E N T R Y

ILLUMINATED 
SIGNAGE

NEW GUARDRAIL
@ OUTDOOR 
TERRACE

MONUMENT SIGN
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T R A V E R T I N E  - 
D U R A N G O  V E I N  C U T
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LEVEL 01 LEVEL 14

T R A V I S  S T R E E T  N O R T H  E L E V A T I O N

DARK PRECAST

“JEWEL BOX”
GLASS W/ FRIT 

PATTERN
W/ HORIZ. 

INTEGRATED LIGHT

TOWER GLASS

LIGHT PRE-CAST

DARK EXTRUDED 
METAL MESH

PAVILION SHADE STRUCTURE

VISION GLASSDARK PRECASTGLASS METAL 
LOUVERS

GLASSMETAL 
LOUVERS

POOL CANOPY

TOWER GLASS

MONUMENT SIGN

CANOPY AT 
EXISTING 
TERRACES

TOWER GLASS
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S T.  M A R Y ’ S  S T R E E T  E A S T  E L E V A T I O N

V I S I O N 
G L A S S

B I - F O L D  D O O R S

M E T A L  L O U V E R S

DARK PRECAST METAL 
LOUVERS

GLASSLOADING DOCK 
DOOR

“JEWEL BOX”
GLASS W/ FRIT 
PATTERN
W/ HORIZ. 
INTEGRATED LIGHT

ILLUMINATED SIGNAGE

T O W E R
G L A S S

DARK PRECAST

POOL CANOPY

LIGHT PRE-CAST

DARK EXTRUDED 
METAL MESH

R E S T A U R A N T
S I G N A G E

EXISTING
LOADING DOCK

EXISTING
GARAGE 

RAMPS
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T R A V E R T I N E  - 
D U R A N G O  V E I N  C U T

C O N C R E T E  C O L L A B O R A T I V E
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P O R C E L A I N  P A V E R S 

T E X A S  S A G E

K E Y S T O N E  - 
C O N C R E T E  P A V E R S

D W A R F  O L I V E

C L A Y  B R I C K  P A V E R

LEVEL 01 LEVEL 14

S O L A R  S T U D Y

S U M M E R  S O L S T I C E  |  1 1 : 0 0  A M S U M M E R  S O L S T I C E  |  2 : 0 0  P M S U M M E R  S O L S T I C E  |  4 : 0 0  P M S U M M E R  S O L S T I C E  |  6 : 3 0 P M

W I N T E R  S O L S T I C E  |  1 2 : 0 0  P M W I N T E R  S O L S T I C E  |  2 : 0 0  P M W I N T E R  S O L S T I C E  |  3 : 0 0  P M W I N T E R  S O L S T I C E  |  5 : 3 0 P M

RECEIVES A MINIMUM OF FIVE AND ONE-HALF (5.5)  HOURS OF DIRECT SUNLIGHT, MEASURED 30-FOOT SETBACK FROM THE RIVER’S EDGE

RECEIVES A MINIMUM OF SEVEN AND ONE-HALF (7.5)  HOURS OF DIRECT SUNLIGHT, MEASURED 30-FOOT SETBACK FROM THE RIVER’S EDGE

S U N S E T  =  8 : 3 6  P M

S U N S E T  =  5 : 3 7  P MS U N R I S E  =  0 7 : 2 5  A M

S U N R I S E  =  0 6 : 3 4  A M
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